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I-N-T-R-O-D-TJ-C-M-O-H 


Ohs  oausaa  of  the  Rtuslan-rollah  war  that  began  In  Deooaber 
1018  and  ended  In  October  lOSO,  nuit  be  eought  on  the  one  band  in 
the  policy  of  the  soviet  leadera  to  apread  Bolahevlom  throughout 
the  world,  and  eapcciolly  to  infect  Poland  with  it  and  on  the  other 
hand  in  the  detexmlnatlon  of  Poland  to  reaiat  all  atteoiiitB  at  over¬ 
throwing  ita  Booial  order  and  at  the  enue  tine  to  obtain  an  advan- 
tegeoua  frontier  in  tlie  Seat.  7$ie  deolalve  battle  waa  the  battle 
of  the  Yiatula,  It  la  a  aplendld  exan^le  of  mneuver  in  open  war^ 
fare. 

Since  Marehall  pUaudakl  ia' undeniably  the  author  of  the 
tnaneuvor  that  freed  Poland  and  ainoe  Touhhatchevaky,  the  Ruaalan 
Conoaoder,  made  uXl  the  deaiaiona  omoetnlng  hie  foroee,  It  le 
believed  that  a  brief  rea'xjo  of  their  charaotera  will  give  an 
added  inaieht  to  thla  battle  07  menauver  of  the  Tlatula. 
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MAROHiL  Pn.3PD3ia 

Boxn  iB  1847 1  of  a  fonily  of  aeaXthy  land  oaaers  In  the 
suburBo  of  Blloai  of  noble  origin,  Joseph  pllsiMiBlcl  recelTOd  from 
his  peorents  a  oareful  education.  He  thoroughly  french, 

Oexman,  Russian  and  Englleb,  and  >0  aoa^lnted  with  the  Rhlte- 
Ruthenlan  and  the  t^cralnlan  dlaleots. 

'f'  bloody  repression  of  the  polish  Insuireotlon  of  1863 
half  ruined  the  pilsudskl  f tolly,  idio  'ad  to  more  Into  Vllna. 

It  aoon  became  there  one  of  the  centers  of  polish  patrlotito. 
There  Joseph  pilsudskl  grew  19.  hhlla  still  a  child  he  dreamed 
of  one  day  being  the  liberator  of  Poland.  He  dewoured  the  lives 
of  Napoleon  and  of  the  popular  Poll^  heroes:  Sobleski  and 
Kosoiuszko. 

Nis  preparatory  studies  ecn^leted,  pilsudskl  entered  the 
medical  school  at  Cbarkow.  A  little  while  afterwards,  that 
school  was  closed. 

His  brotljsr  was  inplioated  in  a  plot  against  the  Tsar 
Alexander  II.  His  Innocence  was  recogil'sed,  but  he  was  never- 
the-less  condoianed  to  twenty-five  years  of  hard  labor.  Joseph 
pilsudskl,  as  balng  the  brother  of  a  convlot,  was  banished  to 
Siberia  for  fivs  years. 

Ttiere  he  eetabllaaed  contact  with  Individuals  of  all 
Russian  levels  of  aoclety.  Liberated,  he  founded  eti  orgeulzation 
to  thi-ow  off  the  Russian  oppreealon,  and  in  order  to  exert  on 
Influence  over  the  masees,  he  created  the  polish  sociallat  party. 

Imprisoned,  ha  eaeaped,  thanks  to  the  aaaistonoa  of  a 
doctor,  end  took  part  in  the  revolution  of  1909,  leading  Uie 
young  wortosre.  A  refugee  in  Galicia  (Austrian  polend),  he 
organized  —  the  A.ustrisin  authorities  shutting  their  eyes  be¬ 
cause  the  enemy  contsbipluted  van  Russia  —  bluba  of  riflomen. 
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Unoag  bis  oollobOTstors  tt  that  time  sere  sosnewolcl  and  Bydz> 
SalgXeyt  who  vers  later  emong  his  beat  generals. 

itfiai  the  fforld  nar  broke  out,  pllsudakl  sent  boldljr 
sith  hla  rlflemeii  Into  Russlai  Poland,  "in  order  to  tecon- 
stltvite  Poland,”  be  said,  "It  Is  first  neoessaiy  to  defeat 
Russia." 

as  soon  as  he  eas  Russia  seeksned,  he  turned  hie  aotlslty 
against  Genoany  and  Austria. 

m  October,  19H,  ha  formed  a  eeoret  aesoolation  of 
officers  and  non>eoiimlBsloasd  officer,  "The  poll^  military 
Organlaatlon  p.o.W." 

After  a  series  of  adrentures  sblob  It  sould  take  too 
long  to  tell,  pllsudakl,  General  of  a  brigade,  sae  captured  end 
ooDflned,  as  sas  also  colonel  sosnkosskl,  at  ISagdebourg* 

In  August,  1918,  cenerral  Rydz>9slgley,  who  had  replaced 
pllsudakl  St  The  head  of  the  p.o.V*  met  at  IaObcos  General  Larergne, 
chief  of  the  French  military  mlasion  In  Russia,  and  made  an  al> 
llanos  slth  the  Allies  against  the  central  posers. 

Tbs  members  of  the  P.O.W.  sere  thenceforth  used  to  bios  up 
the  bridgeo  on  the  oer'nan  aud  Austrian  oora&unioating  rallsays. 

r 

On  NoTombar  6,  1918,  tho  independence  of  the  polish  re> 
puhllo  sau  proolalmad  at  Lublin,  pilaudski,  freed  from  prison 
by  the  asnnan  rerolutionists,  eoon  arrived  at  Warsas,  already 
liberated  f ran  the  German  ooo^ation. 

With  the  man  of  the  p.O.W.,  he  completed  the  dlearming 
of  the  German  garrisons.  Later  on,  ho  made  pr.  agreement  slth 
the  Geanan  General  staff  for  the  organization  of  the  retreat, 
across  poland,  of  400,000  Gsxmen  eoldlers,  stationed  in  Gkrania. 


3. 


Ha  foxnad  the  polleb  gorenunent,  of  ahich  be  waa  glyen 
the  proeldenoy,  at  ^toraoEevski• 

Haying  a  dtotatorlal  poaar,  Flleudski  called  together 
a  constitutional  asees^ly,  which  unaniuously  proclalned  him 
Head  of  the  state. 

Fxcm  that  moment,  Fileudakl,  knonlng  that  Poland  would 
haye  to  defend  its  reetoration  by  force,  c(pplied  himself  with 
a  passlmate  ardor  to  the  creation  of  a  strong  army.  He  had 
to  assist  him  in  this  task  General  soankowskl,  bis  constant 
comrade  in  strife,  and  later  on  General  Henrys  with  the  French 
UlBSiOQ. 

But  bow  many  ware  the  difficulties,  both  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  personnel  end  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
materiel I 

In  1920  pllsvt^skl  was  fifty  three  years  of  age.  Ho  was 
a  man  arerage  height,  well  built,  sli^tly  stooped,  with 
bushy  eyebrows,  keen  and  penetrating  eyes,  and  a  drooping 
moustsobe. 

we  would  like  to  be  infomed  ae  to  bin  military  education. 
This  much  is  knom  but  only,  through  his  intimate  friends,  that 
it  was  in  1908  thht  he  unde^'took  the  methodical  study  of  the 
Hapolsonio  wars.  He  certainly  well  understood  tbo  Napoleonic 
neneuver  on  the  rear  </■  the  adyersary. 

m  1920,  hs  Iiad  tho  incomparable  adrantaga  of  being,  at 
the  same  time  at  he  was  commander  in  Chief,  also  the  Head 

of  the  state*  That  did  not  lessen  his  req)onsibility,  but  he 

(1)  was  accustomed,  during  long  years,  to  know  how  to  assuns  it.  (1) 

esmon  F.C 
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CTOSRAL  TOUauaSCIIBySKl 


(8) 

CWBon  p.  9 


The  troops  on  the  northern  front  were  oonmauded  by  o 
younfj  oeneraX  of  twenty  eight  years,  'PJukbatsohoTski ,  a  graduate 
of  the  ecrps  of  cadets.  Hs  was  a  second  lieutenant  in  the 
SemenoTski  reghnent  of  the  Guard  when  the  norld  nur  broke  out. 

:{e  made  a  good  figure  in  n'merous  combats.  Made  priocner  in 
1917,  he  succeeded  in  escaping.  In  liarch,  1918,  he  went  to  offer 
his  services  to  Trotsky.  If  he  had  not  yet  read  Karl  ICarx,  be 
had,  11.  TervaoqLUea  tells  us,  the  revolutionary  instinct.  He  was 
at  that  time  a  tall,  end  hoUoiy  his  hair  black  and  smooth,  re> 

calling  the  portrait  of  Napoleon  with  the  juny  of  Italy.  He 

/ 

/  ; 

believed  neither  in  a«d  nor  t}ie  Devil,  but  be  was  of  a  fierce 
anbltion.  He  lacked  a  sound  technical  training.  (8) 
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ngORTAHQg  (g  TIE  BAmS  OF  IHB  YISTOLA 


The  battle  of  the  Vistula,  the  battle  of  Wbrtaw,  or  the 
maneurer  of  ths  Vistula,  has  beea  oalled  the  18th  deelsive 
battle  of  the  tnrld.  If  sedan  was  tho  10th,  Uamo  the  17th, 
aooording  to  creasy,  than  Warsaw  was  the  18th,  ibe  deteimining 
faotor  is  whether  the  drona  of  the  world  would  hare  essentially 
varied  had  the  Poles  been  defeated. 

i.  brief  reswe  of  ths  state  of  Europe  at  that  tics  will 
help  us  apprsoi^te  the  Inportanoe  of  this  battle, 

CBiaaHY;  Spartaoist  outroses,  comunist  revolts,  Bavaria  for 
a  mooent  in  the  hands  of  the  revolutioniats, 

ATJS1BIA;  Still  in  effervescence  following  tbs  revolutionary 
attQtq)t  of  stelnhart. 

KHfQAHY;  The  eomnunist  revul'ition  had  left  deep  traces. 

C ZEOHO-SIXiYAElA:  A  revolutionary  plot  was  in  progress  to  over¬ 
throw  ths  govexnaent. 

ITALY:  Italy  was  the  prey  of  constant  strikes,  coaaitrees  of 

workers  had  already  taken  possession  of  tl^e  factories 
preparing  tho  way  for  ths  social  revolutionists. 
aiCSAMD:  The  soviets  were  endeavoring  to  take  advantage  of  nuaer- 
ous  serious  strikes  in  order  to  inject  their  pernicious 
philosphy  and  destructive  fenoenta. 

0.  7.  Saint  Dlzier  states: 

"ffs,  French  officers  ?ho  were  at  this  period  with  the 

polish  aimies,  fslt  the  gravity  of  the  danger  which  menaced  wotem 

Europe  and  France  .....  If  the  battle  which  was  about  to  be  fought 

on  the  Vistula  were  lost  by  the  poles,  tie  fate  of  Europe  as  es- 
(3) 

O.V.  Dizier  tablishsd  by  the  new  treaties  would  be  cdspromlsed.*'  (3) 

P.  86 
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(4) 

D'  Abamoa 
p.  167-168 


(5) 

liachray  P 


TSie  savoniment  of  the  soTieta  vere  fixed  in  their  deter¬ 
mination  to  ei^ilolt  their  anticipated  Tlotor/.  oeneral  Tnukbat- 
aohevakl,  the  general  of  the  red  axnlea,  In  hie  narrative  of  the 
altuatlon  atatea; 

»The  eorking  olaaaes  of  Eaatem  Europe,  on  hearing  the 
neva  of  the  soviet  advanee,  itere  greatly  atlrxed.  The  natlon- 
aliatlo  eatoh-aorda  Invented  by  the  polieh  Bourgeoale  ooult  not 
male  the  real  faot  that  a  elaaa  war  ma  being  aaged.  That  feeling 
atlrred  both  the  proletariat  and  the  Bourgeoale  of  Europe  and  a 
revolutionary  thrill  ran  througlt  the  world.  There  la  not  the 
allghteat  doubt  that,  if  we  had  auoceeded  in  breaking  the  polleh 
army  the  revolution  of  the  working  olaaa  in  Poland  would  have 
been  an  accompliahed  faot.  the  tec^eat  would  not  have  atopped  at 
the  polleh  frontier.  Like  a  furious  torrent  it  would  have  swept 
over  the  whole  of  Eaatem  i;urcq?o."  (4) 

Lord  D'Abemon  (the  Brltlah  etabassador  in  Borlln}  who  was 
in  Poland  as  a  Special  Enroy  to  nia  Kajesty'e  Gcveminent,  In 
conjunotion  with  the  preneik  t.iisaion  etatee; 

NThe  hiatory  of  conternporary  olvllizatlon  knows  of  no 
event  of  greater  importance  than  the  Battle  of  tnrsaw,  1920,  and 
none  of  whldi  the  elgnlficanoo  la  losa  appreolated.  The  danger 
menanoing  Europe  ai  that  time  wae  parried,  and  the  whole  epieode 
forgotten.  Had  the  battle  boon  a  Bolshavlk  victory,  it  would 
have  been  a  turning-point  in  European  history,  for  thore  la  no 
doubt  at  all  that  the  ihole  of  central  Europe  would  at  that  moment 
have  been  opened  to  the  influence  of  co'-aiiuniat  propaganda,  and  to 
165  soviet  invaalon,  which  it  could  with  difficulty  have  resisted."  (5) 


7 


gjpposma  ?0RCS3,CCT.3>0SITIClIMa>mB  AM)  HAimHO 
POLlSfi  ARMY. 

Obe  eroater  number  ot  the  units  raioe  from  the  alnagamaVion 
of  men  who  had  belonged  to  the  Russian,  German  and  Austrl^in 
armies.  Hie  polish  Legions,  sho  bad  served  on  the  Austrian  side 
were  homogeneous  and  possessed  excellent  morale.  In  addition,  t 
there  were  six  divisions  recruited  in  France  from  American  volun¬ 
teers  of  polish  origin. 

AHMAIBIT;  Since  each  division  had  brought  its  o«i  material 
during  its  formation  perloa  there  were  ell  kinds  of  models  of  old 
end  new  making  the  a^)v7y  of  them  exceedingly  difficult.  liw 
crganle  artillery  of  the  divieions  Tailed  between  6  and  6  batteries. 
Uiere  were  no  corpe  artillery. 

TOAIinOtG;  iSiore  wao  an  extraordinary  lack  of  training.  The 
polish  amy  in  general  gave  the  impression  of  on  aesembly  of  re¬ 
cruits.  i!any  soaroely  knew  how  to  hondle  their  rifles.  But  they 
had  unusual  endurance,  bravery  and  enthuelaom  when  aroused,  ohere 
were  not  sufficient  trained  porsotmel  available  to  officer  all  the 
units.  In  the  omies,  only  the  chief  of  staffs  larger  than  a  divi¬ 
sion  were  commissioned.  All  other  poeiwions  were  of  necessity  en¬ 
trusted  to  Inprovieed  personnel  or  the  young  students  of  t1«  polish 
Higher  school  of  ROr,  whoso  training  had  been  reduced  to  three 
months. 

ITOTITIOIS;  was  no  juaition  factory  in  Poland.  It  was 

necessary  to  count  on  shipronts  from  France  or  oapturea  from  the 
enemy. 
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(«) 

Otynou  p.8  &  9 
raury  p.8  at.  4 


(7) 

canon  ».  7 


(8) 

Cason  p.  10 


RU3SIi?T  Aafifi  Ibe  Russians  sere  no  better  prepared,  ihoro  ms 
present  the  ease  absenoe  of  training,  tho  saine  lack  of  officers, 
"SMy  oere  a  little  better  off  ae  re^rde  munitions  and  material.  («) 
IPRi.'Et  ^o  eseential  diffeivnoe  hetesen  the  RUesian  and  the 
polish  aiuies  «as  that  of  moreC  e.  Ihe  poles  were  fighting  to  save 
their  oountry.  Ihe  maoa  of  the  Bolehevika  were  reoruited  from  the 

peasant  class.  wished  for  peace  and  rest,  in  order  to  arouse 

them  they  were  made  promises  of  pillage. 
ifUffiZR  OP  itKH  atCKapt 

on  July  4th  I  according  to  i^oukhatsoheTski,  the  opposing 
forces  were  as  follows: 

Russians:  160,000  toan 

poles:  95,000  men  (7) 

KW  should  not  become  Impressed  with  the  tern  amy  as  used  by  both 
sides.  Ihe  Russians  had  six  earmies"  bssidea  their  oaTalry  forces 
OTier  which  this  total  of  160,000  men  were  dietrlbuted.  itie  polee 
likewiee  bad  eix  "aimifio''  beeides  variouB  otber  groupa. 

3fDPn.T;  1%e  method  of  supply  of  the  Russian  Army  deaenras  special 
mention.  iNJukhatschewski  did  not  conceni  himself  with  a  supply 
system  as  we  know  it.  His  was  rather  sinpler;  aa  for  munitiona, 
he  expended  only  a  anall  quantity,  as  for  rations,  ho  found  them 

a 

in  the  oountry*  gaob  army  was  followed  by  about  10.000  carts  taken 
frcta  the  peasants.  (8} 

iSius  we  see  a  contest  between  two  laprovlBed,  poorly  trained 
amies.  Tio  must  not  lose  sight  of  this  important  fact. 
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glK  ^UUTiiB  OF  OPgRATIOHS 


ItiQ  theater  of  operatlche  exteaded,  ae\  matter  of  fact; 
betireen  the  Vletula,  the  Bug,  and  tto  Narew. 

Iftesa  water  couraas  hare  a  conalderable  Importance  in  it. 

Dbe  oonfluonoe,  near  L'odlln,  of  the  nug>Hareir  with  the 
Vletula,  fonu  cme  of  the  moat  important  hydrographic  knotc. 

It  le  a  sort  of  a  fan,  of  which  the  Vistula,  the  Bug-i;arew,  and 
their  affluents  fom  the  rays. 

Ihe  Vistula  frcn  Tfarsaw  to  ixoblin  (confluent  of  the 
Vleprz);  the  Bug  frcm  serook  to  Brest-lltewskl  (it'ere  it  touches 
the  marshes  of  polesia) ;  the  trarew,  from  Ostrolenka  ig)  to  the 
north  of  Bielek,  have  parallel  courses. 

4ie  Vistula,  from  Doablin  { lYangorod}  to  voraaw  has  a 
yap  Ko,  1  •“ 

width,  which  a>3rages  1,000  meters,  and  a  depth  which  exceeds  Ij^ 
meters.  There  is  no  ford  at  all. 

Ihe  entrenched  Ceng)  of  Demblln,  built  by  the  Russians  oa 
the  confluent  of  tho  vjieprz,  does  not  protect  that  confluent,  but 
newertbeless  it  protects  its  ajj^roaches  from  the  south. 

Hao  Warsaw  Bridge  Head  is  strong,  on  account  of  the  marshes 
which  surround  it.  It  stretches  orer  a  dlsT-anoe  of  45  kilometers, 
from  serook  to  Karczew. 

Modlin,  situated  at  the  euqitying  of  the  ,t>:ra  into  the  Bug- 
Harew,  and  of  the  confluents  of  the  Bug-Iiarew  with  the  Vistula, 
is  an  old  city  which  doninates  all  the  vioinity  from  its  lofty 
site  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bug-Karew. 
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folk  of  tha  Bug^farev  and  tho  Vistula  io  closed  oy 


a  series  of  forts  distrlbutod  lu  tso  lines,  vhich  fom  tbe 
fortified  position  Movo-ceorglsTski,  which  played  an  li^or- 
tant  part  during  tbe  fforld  Var, 

la  spite  of  the  partial  destruotlon  of  the  entrenched 
camp,  the  interior  forts  still  constltuteJ,  in  1920,  a  etrong 
line  of  reeistance.  According  to  Oeneral  slkorekl,  there  re> 
Dained  a  great  deal  to  be  done,  when  he  arrived  on  August  10, 

In  order  to  put  the  place  In  good  state  of  defense: 

■The  fortresa  bad  not  been  properly  put  in  condition  for 
defense,  and  its  garrison  was  of  probleBatlcal  value.  The  se- 
ourlty  battd  Aons,  the  garrlaon,  was  composed  of  voluntesrs  «ltii> 
out  any  training.  The  artillery  ms  chiefly  made  up  of  material 
very  interesting  for  historical  museics,  but  of  no  uso  whatever 
for  war;  extraordinarily  ill>asBorted ,  without  horses,  i/lthout 
a  stock  of  munitions,  without  an/  pointing  api'aratus.  It  had  a 
moral  value  only  lor  those  who  were  ignorant  of  tbe  true  stats 
of  affairs.* 

Ibe  Bolsheviks  were  in  that  situation. 

Iho  marehes  of  the  confluents  t^kxa,  Bug,  (u^  Karew,  in¬ 
creased  tbe  defensive  value  of  tha*  region. 

At  its  confluence,  the  5ug-i:arew  Is  SOO  sisters  wide. 

To  the  west  of  Ifodlin,  tba  Vistula  narrows  down  to  as 
little  as  400  meters,  at  certain  points  at  Flock,  and  at 
fHoclawek. 

W  hr.ve  said  abows  that  the  Karow,  tlie  Bug,  and  the  Vistula 
had  courses  in  general  parallel. 

The  Bug  has  throi^ghout  its  couree  an  average  width  of  150 
meters,  end  an  average  depth  of  8§  meters.  But  in  all,  there  are 


11. 


i&  this  sector  acme  tsenty  fordo  under  1  meter.  Tte  Talley  of 
the  Buc  is  wide:  ?  to  6  kllometere  and  often  mara'jy. 

It  has  a  sandy  hottoot  a  gentle  current,  and  average 
depth  of  less  than  one  meter,  a  *ldth  reaching  60  meters  far 
donn  the  stream,  and  flat  hanks,  it  can  be  crossed  almost 
evorynfaere,  and  It  is  .lasy  to  bridge.  It  is  not  a  serious 
obstacle  for  cavalry,  and  hardly  hinders  tlie  movements  of  artil¬ 
lery.  Its  east  bank  is  covered  with  aaall  eocds. 

BOiDS.’  The  roads  which  converge  on  vsarsaw  are: 

Augustowo-Lomza-O  strolenka 

Oiodno-OsBOwiec. 

Ostrow-wyszkow-Radzymin . 

Ob  trow 

orodao-Bialy8tok-( 

(Bislsk 

I 

Baranowlxze-Breso-BiHla-  (Kook-Demblln 

{ 

(Lublin. 

RAlLyrAISi  Three  largo  rallweye  built  by  the  Bussians 
before  the  world  war  for  mobilization  purposes,  converge  on 
the  eeolor  Warsaw  -  Demblln. 

Vilan-Bialystok-Warsaw-ijolodeoznQ-solkowsyak, 

Sledloe>i.!in8k-Baranowioze-BrzeBt-Blala-Lukow-Lublin-Denblin. 

A  treosvorsar  road,  nar8aw-};iaBk-d,;azlowiooki-3iBdloe- 
Lukow-Lublin,  oonneoted  these  throe  converging  roada. 

AS  a  matter  of  faot,  these  railways,  put  out  of  servioe 
by  the  poles,  were  of  no  ueo  to  the  nolelieviks. 

A  railway  from  Dantzig  to  Bydgoasoz  (Broraborg) ,  T\>run 

« 

(Thom),  wloolaT?ek,  Lowioz,  wsraaw,  oonneoted  the  oapltal  of 
(9) 

Oamon  p.  S3.  PCland  with  the  eoa.  (0) 
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81TOATI0N  PRIOR  TO  AUOUST  6m 


In  order  to  appreciate  the  oonditlone  under  vhloh  Filaudeki 
adopted  the  plan  of  August  6th,  for  tt'.e  battle  of  tha  Vistula, 
and  likewise,  to  understand  the  ideas  underlying  the  Russian 
plan  of  attack,  made  at  the  same  tline  the  poliah  plan  was  con¬ 
ceived,  it  is  necessary  to  review  briefly  the  events  prior  to 
Uap  NO,J^od<l9  August  6th.  see  Uap  Ko.^  ,  for  &e  situation  iqi  to  August  6th. 

Ou  August  Snd  we  find  pilsudaki  at  Raraaw.  He  is  contem¬ 
plating  whether  or  not  Poland  will  perish.  For  a  vhola  month 
the  pollhh  troope  have  been  giving  way  under  the  relentless 

(10) 

Oeuon  p«  11  drive  of  the  Bolshevik  attacks,  a  distance  of  600  kilometers.  (10) 
Ha  sees  the  cause  for  the  pa.^t  defeats  and  most  of  all  he  seeks 

sea  t£ep 

a  remedy. 

TbN  cause  is  olear.  During  July  the  poles  had  been  fighting 
passively  on  Indefinite  lines.  On  July  4th  the  northem  group  of 
the  soviet  anaies  attacked  in  a  dieposition  depth.  The  polish 
cordon^ severed  at  the  first  shook  was  definitely  broken.  The 
poles  Wio  had  studied  the  mletakes  of  Kuropatkin,  «ho  had  lost 
battles  without  using  intact  roaerveo,  were  detexnlned  not  to  do 
likewise.  Furthejmore,  they  refused  to  listen  to  tha  advice  of 
the  Frenoh  who  warned  them  of  the  dangers  of  not  echeloning  In 
depth. 


An  idea  a«y  be  obtained  of  tlie  difference  of  dispositions 
when  we  see  that  on  July  80th,  out  of  a  total  of  48  Russian  divi¬ 
sions,  18  were  in  reserve,  whereas  the  poles  had  only  three  in 
Faury  p.  4.  reserve  o<tt  of  a  total  of  83.  (U) 


IS. 


Sio  poles  bosauee  cf  sueoessiva  defeats  and  their  lack  of 
reaetves,  vere  la  a  orltioal  condition*  The  Polieh  coonend  had 
been  retreating,  ab  a  direct  cause  of  this  retreat  th>)  polish 


tW) 

Slkorski  P.8. 


oooiaand  had  time  neither  to  change  their  dlsposltione,  or  prepare 
for  a  battle. 

Hoeever,  the  reeplte  which  the  actions  bought  on  the  Bug 
have  given  the  polish  amies,  permitn  plleudeki  to  prepare  a 
maneureri  to  iree  himeelf  cf  the  pressure  imposed  on  him  bp  con* 
tinuoue  retreat  and  to  regroup  his  forces* 

On  August  4th,  Qeneral  weygand,  chief  of  the  Prench  Mil  -ry 
Mission  established  in  Poland,  advised  establishing  a  solid  front, 
powerful  enou^  and  far  enough  in  the  Interior  of  the  country,  eo 
as  to  be  able  to  reconstitute  important  reservea  and  then  commit 
them  to  a  oountar-offeneive  for  the  two  wlnga* 

He  estimated  fiarsaw  wae  In  danger  of  beitg  outflanked  frem 
the  north  and  raoonmsnded  the  creation  of  a  powerful  army  for  the 
north  wing. 

P,tleudhki  however,  was  not  In  agreement  with  iiteygand  as  will 
be  brouj^t  out  later.  (IS) 


U. 


s«*  vap^ 


(18) 
3t.  Dislar 
P.  S4 


BUSSlAff  srrUATTtt?  -  ATOOST  OTB. 

PRIMOIPAL  momt  Cannander-ln-Chlof,  ToukhatBchevskl. 

IT  Aiaflfi  i  dlTielono  plus  1  bridge  plua  oaja  Caraliy 
CoipB,  140  gunsi  It  takoa  Oetroleukai  ' 

XT  AWy;  4  dlTislonSi  140  guae,  between  the  Bug  and  the 
NexBW.  It  ie  adranolng  on  pultvek. 

Ill  AHMY;  4  dlwisions  plus  1  brigade,  guns.  Xt  is 
along  the  Bug,  itilob  It  oroasas  at  Drohioajm. 

Xn  AWTf;  R  dlTlaiona,  800  gius.  It  la  along  the  Bug, 
which  It  endanrors  to  orosa  at  Yanow< 

1503VR  TORCB;  8  dlTlalona,  CO  guns.  It  la  at  Brzaeo-Lltcwaki, 

8BOOMDAHY  yaOHTi 

in  nolhynlat  XII  Axay,  4  dl visions.  It  le  in  the  area 
BTody-^dlmlrsiolynakl . 

Sa  saatexa  Qaliolai  Oavalry  amy  of  Budlenny  and  XIT  Amy. 

lha  Bolohaviat  troops,  although  fatlgusd  by  thalr  purpult, 
sas  thft  md  of  thalr  efforts  in  sight.  They  already  oovmt  upon 
the  aaok  of  vnursaw.  they  are  rolsforeed  by  reorulta  and  by  de- 
aoblllnd  soldiers  drawn  fxoct  nhlte  Bussla.  Bhljasants  of  uunitions 
reach  the  Bug,  not  only  from  tbo  Interior  of  Russia,  but  even  from 
Oermmy  and  Lithuania.  Ihousands  of  Prussian  volunteers,  sperta- 
oiats  and  others  enlist  In  the  Bolohevlst  ranks  end  make  up  a 
brigade  of  oexmen  riflemen,  ihe  morale  la  very  high,  ihe  soviet 
Ooonand  la  sure,  too  aurc  of  victory.  It  ooneldore  the  polieh 
Axmy  ae  elretii/  biett>a  nd  dleorganlzed  in  advance.  It  dooa  not 
expeet  a  serious  reeiat&icc  before  nhreaw  and  counts  upon  on  easy 
entry  into  the  polish  capital.  (13) 
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POLISH  SlTOtTlOW  -  ATOOST  OTH 


Iha  nwtheaatem  front  is  ecccmded  by  General  Joseph 
Haller,  rapl&oing  General  Szeptyctcl,  and  is  divided  into  four 
pcu:ta; 

(1)  Ih  the  north,  cmeral  ROja,  with  his  detactEonta  of 
poaan  man,  haa  Just  lost  Ostrolenka  and  retires  to  Rozan. 

(8)  the  let  Asny  has  orders  to  maintain  itself  in  the 
area  OstroiH<!alkin  and  to  defend  the  orossins  of  the  Bug. 

(S)  liie  4th  Axoy,  on  the  Bug,  holds  the  crossings  from 
Oranne  to  Namir. 

(4)  lha  polesta  Foroe:  contains  the  enemy  aeat  of  Brzeso- 
Litonki  and  Yanow. 

on  the  aouthein  front  are  located; 

see  (VMid 

(1)  itae  3d  Array,  ahich  contains  the  :dl  Bolohevist  ABsy 
in  the  area  vest  of  Kovel. 

(8)  Ihe  dtb  AW  in  eaetora  Oalioia,  vhioh  is  to  cover 
Lvov  and  vhioh  rests  upon  the  lines  of  sokal;  a  cavalry  division. 

Ihe  azaies  on  the  northeast  frcnt  are  at  the  end  of  their 
strength,  eapeoially  the  1st  Anay,  vhioh  has  received  the  principal 
blows  of  the  enony.  In  this  army,  during  this  retreat,  without 
halt,  for  over  a  month,  the  tactical  and  mechanical  oonneotions  are 
broken.  The  soldiers  and  many  of  the  leaders  are  demoralized  in 
the  hipest  degree.  A  large  number  of  deserters  have  flad  to  the 
Capital  and  have  taken  refuge  tioero  without  being  disturbed.  The 
roads  are  covered  nith  trains  in  flight,  batteries  of  artillery 
being  mingled  with  those  trains.  T);e  11th  Division,  completely 
disorganized  and  having  had  an  enormous  propirtion  of  deserters,  is 
reorganizing  first  at  Ostrev,  thon  at  Radzynin. 
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In  the  4th  Amy,  the  morale  is  better  and  the  disorder 
less  greati  14ie  I4th  and  15th  DlTlelons,  ocmiposed  of  posen  men, 
end  Ihe  0th  Dlvieione,  have  retained  a  certain  fighting  power. 

^e  troops  of  tlia  southern  front  are  In  much  bettor  condi¬ 
tion.  itiey  have  had  to  fight  loss  Intensively  end  have  retired, 
obeying  orders  received.  Particularly  the  1st  end  3rd  Divisions 

of  the  legions,  and  the  IBth  Division,  have  a  good  spirit  end  are 

(U) 

St.Dlaier  P.85  ready  to  measure  themselvee  with  the  enemy.  (14) 

PUSPDSKI^'DSOISICM;  Plleudskl  l‘oali^ing  the  necessity  for  a 
rogro\gra9nt  of  the  forces  decided  to  transfer  the  northeast  front 
to  the  Vistula  line  and  accept  a  general  battle  at  narsaw.  Ula 
plan  was  to  protect  with  ralnlmmn  forces  Lwow  and  the  polish  oil 
fields,  to  wear  the  snany  out  with  prolonged  combat  at  the  imrsaw 
bridgehead,  to  prevent  being  outflanked  along  the  cemon  frontier, 
and  to  asseubls  secretly  an  army  of  raneuver  on  the  lower  ffieprs 

for  die  puipoee  of  attacking  In  flank  and  rear  ^e  forces  that 

« 

would  assault  liarsaw  In  order  to  doolslvsly  defeat  them. 

He  issusd  the  following  order  «4iloh  Is  quoted  In  detail 
as  it  Is  the  basis  of  the  polish  maneuver; - 

RBCgtOUPma  ORDiiR 

The  rapid  progress  of  the  enemy  Into  the  Interior  of  the 
country  and  th.elr  violent  efforts  to  cross  the  Bug  and  march  upon 
Varaovla,  load  the  Coorandor  In  Chief  to  tronsfer  the  front  north- 
2  ^  Vistula  and  to  accept  a  general  battle 

at  Varsovla. 

1.  The  conmnder  In  chief  has  chosen  as  a  principal  line  of 
dsfonsa,  tlm  Orzyc-h'arsw  Hlvers  with  bridge  heads  at  Varsovla-Vlstula, 
Demblln-'^Tlopra,  ond  another  more  to  the  south  on  tho  sorol  or  the 
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Strypa.  lliia  line  pemlts  our  troops  to  foxn  in  preparing  and 
attacking  tho  flanks  and  oomaunioations  of  the  encny  in  tho  course 
of  their  prosresst 

terrain,  t..o  organization  and  the  objectives  of  the 
enenQT,  and  our  oan  plans  divide  this  front  into  three  principal 
parts; - 

a.  Korth  front,  froca  tho  oeman  frontier  to  tho 

bridgehead  of  Donblin  oxoluaive, 

b.  center  front,  frca  Denblln  inclusive,  to  sfody 

exclusive . 

0,  south  front,  froia  srody  Inolualve,  south  to  the 
frontier  of  the  country, 

II.  plan  of  maneuver  of  tho  cocmndsr  in  chief  for 
the  opening  period  ms; 

a.  On  the  south,  fix  tin  onec;y  by  oovorlng  Lvow  and 

poisoning  ths  irells. 

b.  on  tho  north,  prevent  the  enony  from  outXlanklng 

us  along  the  oennan  frontier,  maken  him  by 
inflicting  bloody  counter-checks  in  front  of  the 
bridge  heads  of  Varsovia  which  he  would  attack. 

c.  Itio  center  had  an  offonsivo  miaalon,  to  assemble 

rapidly  an  amy  of  maneuver  on  tiio  lower  wieprz 
and  afterwards  throw  it  on  the  flanks  and  rear  of 
the  enonqr  attacking  Vareovia  and  defeat  it.  a 
grouping  having  an  organic  existance  of  its  om\, 
on  the  upper  nlepra  bad  the  Initial  mission  of 
Boreoning  to  tie  east  and  south,  covering  the  con- 
oontration  of  tho  aitny  of  naneuvor,  and  afterwards 
to  participate  in  tlio  aotlon  with  the  amy  of  mnno- 
uvor  in  a  northoaet  dlrootion.  The  co-operatlon  of 
tho  forooo  of  tho  north  front  had  to  bo  oonsldored. 
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III.  CharaoterlatiOB  and  ld.BBlonB  of  tba  ssotors: 

a.  KortU,  under  command  of  Army  ccsnmandor  Haller. 
a!he  north  Is  tha  most  menanced  as  the  intention 
of  the  oneay  1b  to  take  the  capitol,  eithor  by 
attacking  it  in  front  or  outflanking  it  froo  tho 

V  .  , 

north,  or  to  try  to  force  the  Vistula  to  the  south 
of  Varsovla.  Ihe  north  oeotor  is  subdivided  into 
three  3il>-8eotors: 

(1)  From  the  cerman  frontier  to  pultusk  inclusive, 
Bub-Bootor  of  tho  5th  Affiiy  coimanded  by  Major 
General  slkoreki.  Its  mlBsion  was  to  hold  the 
passes  of  tho  Karev,  the  Karev  and  the  Orzyo, 
to  have  its  cavalry  operate  tho  rlglit  wing  of 
tho  enemy.  TO  prevent  all  efforts  of  tiie 
enemy  to  break  through. 

(8)  From  serook  indusive,  to  Karoi.ev  Inoluaive  and 
bridge  head  at  varsovia,  sub-seotor  of  the  let 
Amy  commanded  by  Klajor  General  Latlnlk  aotually 
military  governor  of  Varsovia.  Its  mission  vas 
to  repulse  tho  attacks  upon  Varsovia  end  in¬ 
flict  the  greatest  losses  possible  upon  the 
enemy,  with  the  Idea  of  veakoning  his  pover 
of  reslatanoa. 

(3)  From  oora  Knlvarja  inclusive,  Deisblln  exclusive, 
sUb-Bootor  of  tho  Snd  Azny,  eesaaondod  by  Divi¬ 
sion  Commander  naszevekl.  Its  mission  was  to 
watch  and  hold  t)ie  lino  of  the  Vistula. 
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Oentor,  comcanded  ^  DlTlsicn  corjoandor  liyds- 
Snlgly.  It  will  oonstituta  tho  gr9\9  of  iwaeuTer 
that  will  benefit  from  the  weaJcenlne  of  the  enemyi 
aa  a  result  of  hie  attacks  on  the  bridge  head  at 
VarsoTia,  and  it  will  also  benefit  from  the  re- 
groi^ing  of  our  wings  so  aa  to  be  able  to  inflict 
a  deolalve  defeat  upon  the  principal  enemy  forces. 
Ihat  sector  was  divided  into  two  sub-sectorsi 

I 

(1)  From  Demblln  inclusive,  to  Kock  inclusive,  sub¬ 
sector  of  the  4th  Amy  the  principal  attack 
unit,  oosT^dod  by  Ualor  General  sklerski. 

Its  mission,  to  ococentrate  in  the  region 
Daahlin-Lysobyaki-Kook,  and  to  attack  in  the 
general  direction  of  I’lnsk,  Mazowieskl ,  with 
reserves  escohloned  in  depth. 

(&}  From  Kook  exclusive,  to  Qrody  exclusive,  sub¬ 
sector  of  the  3rd  Amyi  commanded  by  Division 
OODmander  Zielinski,  its  mission  is  at  first 
to  oovor  the  oonocntratioa  of  the  4th  Aznyi 
to  hold  out  the  enemy  by  use  of  its  own  cavalry; 
later  when  the  4th  Amy  launches  its  attack, 
to  have  its  infantry  attack  in  escholon  in  the 
direction  of  Lukow  covored  on  the  east  by  the 
cavalry. 

£.  south,  oomnandod  by  Amy  Coctoander  imsnioki.  its 
mlsoicn  tho  protection  of  Little  Oriental  Poland 
from  the  direction  of  ifrubisaaow-pawa-Ruska.  It  has 
two  sub-sectors: 


SO 


{1]  7rom  Brody  Inelualve  to  the  froatier,  the 
Cociraander  in  Chief  did  not  define  any  aore 
suh-aeotora  for  the  6th  Amy  oonruinded  hy 
Division  ctmxoander  Imazhiewlon. 

(8)  south  part  of  tlio  front  to  he  occupied  by 
tlie  Axmy  of  General  pawlenko. 

IT.  General  Preseriptions: 

a.  Bmak  contact  at  night.  On  the  flrat  night  execute 

a  very  long  march,  leaving  only  anall  rear  guards 
of  cavalry  or  liJau*"?  transported  in  vehicles  with 
machine  guns,  idii  will  remain  in  place,  but  which 
will  be  removed  before  the  enen^  oen  attack  in  force. 
These  indications  ooncexn  principally  the  polesie 
group  and  the  actual  4tb  Axmy. 

b.  Begin  Imedlately  to  evacuate  the  parks,  convoys  end 

service  establishnents,  taking  into  account  Uxe 
limited  nunber  of  passages  on  the  Vistula  and  iriepra. 
maintain  order  in  the  colusns  of  vehicles  so  they 
will  not  obstruct  the  roads  and  passages. 

£.  Make  an  effort  to  hare  the  units  changing  assignments 
fall  back  Ininedlately  after  according  to  the  order 
of  battle,  maroh  them  away  so  the  roads  will  bs  olear 
afterwards  for  the  retiring  troops. 

d.  -  Occupy  the  new  sectors  at  night  on  the  piop^'v  time  and 
in  order,  especially  the  bridge  head  at  Varsovia  on 
the  Vistula.  Detailed  instructions  will  be  given 
with  that  in  view  by  the  ooomandant  of  the  north 
front  after  conferring  wilh  General  Latinik. 
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a,  la  the  nav  oeotorai  tho  dlTiaiona  will  remxne  order 
promptly  and  absorb  such  available  reenforceoebta 
as  TOluntaer  and  marohine  battalions |  talcs  that 
Into  account. 

folloiring  passages  exist  on  the  Vistula: 

Iron  bridges:  Uodlin-Varsonria  (regulated  as  road 
traffic)  Daablin,  Sandomir. 

Pile  bridges:  Varsoria,  Demblin. 

trooden  Bridges:  pulaay'Ahhopol. 

Heavy  boat  bridge:  Kodlin. 

Ttider  oonatruotlon: 

It  Tarsoviai  a  light  boat  bridge  will  be  ready 
on  the  12th  of  August. 

At  Gora  Kalwarjai  a  makeshift  bridge  on  boats 
will  be  ready  on  the  15th  of  August. 

Steam  fony  boats  will  operate  at  Tablonna  and 

Oora  Kalwarja  fron  the  8th  of  August. 

V>  Kxeoution; 

llie  retreat  of  the  armies  of  the  northeast  front  will 
begin  during  the  night  of  August  7th.  it  must  be 
exeouted  in  such  a  manner  that  oeneral  Roja'a  group, 
especially  the  left  wing  of  the  let  Army  will  delay  as 
long  as  possible  any  push  of  the  enemy  in  the  direction 
of  Ualkin-Vaji'BOViai  and  absolutely  prevent  them  frtn 
assaulting  the  oorering  forces  in  the  bridge  head 
position  oovering  Varsoviai  until  August  12tb,  ths 
date  ths  defenses  of  those  positions  will  be  conpleted. 

91th  that  in  vlaw,  the  loft  of  the  1st  Aitny  must 
rsmAin  in  line  with  nysakow,  until  the  rest  of  the 
front  to  the  south  has  reached  the  line  of  the  Livieo* 
Snedloo•Luk01^•Torkawio  and  l?ieprx  rivers.  During  ths 
rest  of  tho  retreat,  ths  troops  froa  tho  Yarsovia 
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bridge  head  muat  repulee  all  attaeka  by  the  enoay, 
until  the  ocnoentratloa  ol  the  4tb  Army  aouth  of 
the  wieprz  is  completed,  or  until  about  the  Idtb 
of  August. 

Die  left  of  the  3rd  Army  iiill  retire  to  the 
line  of  'be  wiepra  in  contact  with  the  polesie  gro(9 
in  such  a  manner  that  the  troops  sill  be  in  line  with 
the  rear  guards  of  the  polesie  grovqt  those  retreat 
it  will  also  protect.  The  coanandants  of  those  two 
frcats  irlll  agree  on  the  details  of  execution  of 
that  retirement. 

Oho  new  order  of  battle  will  bo  in  effect  at 
the  moment  when  the  retreating  units  reach  their 
definite  positionu  and  the  outposts  hare  fallen 
haok;  the  4th  xxtay  will  remain  under  orders  of  General 
Haller  until  the  end  of  the  concentration. 

b.  pegrouping  of  troops  during  the  retireaoent:'  Ihe 
sectors  of  the  different  armies  are  indicated  in 
paragraph  m. 

(1)  ihe  &th  Army  will  receiTO,  besides  General  Roja's 
group,  units  from  the  north  wing  (oeo 
taMito)  and  the  17th  infantry  diTiolon  froa  the 
northsast  front  and  whose  conmendant  will  ssttls 

Slkorski 

pages  e  -  8  the  transport  in  the  pultusk  region  as  soon  as 

possible . 

(S)  ito  Ist  Army  In  the  bridge  head  at  Varaovia  will 
have  at  its  disposal,  in  addition  to  the  retreat¬ 
ing  units  of  the  let  Ativ  end  the  15th  infantry 
DiTlelon; 

a.  the  nth  Infantry  Division  snd  7th  Reserve 
Brigade,  both  being  reorganised. 
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6th  infantry  DiTlslon,  nhoso  brlgaAea 
vUl  be  withdrawn  frca  the  front  without  de¬ 
lay  end  transported  to  Domblin  by  rail  vllh- 
out  ocntrol  of.'  the  oomnandants  of  the  north¬ 
east  and  southeast  fronts. 

(9)  ihe  3rd  j^xay  will  include  the  6th  ijkranian 
DlwislODi  the  7th  dIvIsIoq  of  General  Bila- 
ehowioz<B  troops,  a  oaralry  brigade  and  the 
3d  Divisions  of  the  Legions. 

(6)  'ihe  6th  juoy  will  include  the  13th  and  5th 

Divisions,  a  cavalry  brigade  and  tha  arcv  of 

(15) 

Sikorskl  General  Fawlonho.  (15) 
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Comamt:  in  attacSdne  nursav  fron  the  east  ut  northeast, 
the  Vistula,  the  Harev  and  the  Bug  and  their  tributaries  form  a 
serious  obstacle.  pllsudsSd.  based  his  order  of  the  fttii  on  the 
astnaivtion  that  the  Russian  principal  attack  would  be  developed 
south  of  tbs  Bug,  that  the  Russian  Armies  in  marching  north  of 
the  Bialystok-^tssa  route  would  pass  to  the  south  of  the  Bug  at 
rslkln  Brok  or  at  wyszkow.  (1ft) 

Two  directions  for  the  Russian  advance  were  considered  that 
of  Bialyatok-narsaw  and  that  of  Brest^Tmrsaw,  A  secondary  attack 
on  the  north  Of  the  Bug>Karew  with  an  effort  to  outflank  the 
polish  left  wing  from  the  north  along  the  Oencon  frontier  was  not 
seriously  thou^t  of  and  was  a  matter  of  conjecture  only,  pil- 
sudskl  has  overlooked  the  enemy's  capabilities  in  this  direction 
and  allowed  the  terrain  to  influence  his  Judg&ent  to  the  extent 
that  he  practically  disregards  this  as  a  lUo^ly  Russian  main 
effort.  Pilsudski  was  convinced  that  the  majority  of  the  Russian 
forces  were  to  be  used  in  an  ooneentrio  attack  on  narsaw. 

Ifiis  plan  involved  great  risks.  Iben  was  present  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  losing  Lwow,  the  oil  fields  and  the  greater  danger  of  an 
attack  by  Budlonny  on  the  rear  of  the  maneuvering  force  grouping 
behind  the  wioprs.  Only  one  army,  the  6th,  was  left  to  hold 
against  the  cavalry  of  BUdioany  and  the  14th  soviet  Assy,  prompt 
action  by  this  forco  could  have  deatreyed  FllB\:4skl'8  plan. 

Ibe  plan  bad  a  good  chance  of  success  if  (1)  the  Russian 
main  effort  cocos  where  Pilsudski  sxpoota  it.  (B)  If  the  3rd  and 
6th  Armies  can  accomplish  their  holding  niesiona. 

A  further  analysis  tf  this  plan  shows  pileudici'a  mass  con¬ 
centrated  in  the  vicinity  of  mrsaw  with  hie  flanks  ooaparativoly 
weak.  Aooording  to  von  schlieffen,  he  has  violated  the  principloe 


sa 


fiTorabl*  to  suoeessful  flank  maneurer.  Hi  a  canter  should  hare 


bean  weaker  and  his  flanks  stronger.  Bf  so  massing  his  forces 


he  has  placed  thee  in  a  position  farorable  to  an  CBTelcpctent  of 


both  ?J"nke 
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TIIB  SCVIBT  PLJtf?  OF  xmOK 


U8  leave  Filsudelci  eh  lie  he  la  buey  regrouping  hla 
forcaa  end  ezajslna  the  plea  of  attack  aa  given  by  Toukhat- 
acbevakl.  lie  glvea  the  following  aa  on  explanation  of  hla 
maneuver: 

"In  aeeklng  the  proper  direction  of  attack  for  the 
principal  effort  it  naa  neceaaary  to  take  into  account  not  only 
the  tactical  aapecta  of  the  battle  but  alao  to  think  to  block 
the  principal  and  vital  llnea  of  oommunioation  of  the  enemy; 

To  direct  the  attack  on  the  center,  in  the  very  direc¬ 
tion  of  irareaw  waa  a  taak  beyond  our  atrength.  ihere  raoainad 
only  the  taak  of  aeeklng  the  annihilation  of  one  of  the  vlnga. 
By  attacking  the  right  wing  we  would  threaten  the  oneciy'a  prin- 
elpal  line  of  connunleation  with  Dantzig; 

pother  advantage  waa  in  order  to  carry  out  hla  maneu¬ 
ver  we  would  not  have  to  be  regrouped,  Ibia  enabled  ua  to  gain 
time,  yurthsiaore,  we  did  not  hove  to  change  our  line  of  com- 
municatlona  which  ran  from  Lida  toward  TIaraaw.  w  did  not  have 

(17) 

3t.  Dlzler  P.89  Bufficient  atrength  to  attack  both  flonka."  (17) 

Conaequently  on  Auguat  8tb,  Toukhatachevaki  ordered  aa 


, .  ,  ,  followa: 

f/o4~\ 

'  ..  [  -'fhe  principal  attack  will  be  made  in  the  area  north  of 

ffVJ  A  ijjjg  Anny  covering  Itself  in  the  direction  of  Thorn 

f  ulOK,  will  crosa  the  Vistula  with  its  main  body  in  the  vicinity  of 

-VViLr  V  bViC  •  I* 

0^4  plock. 


The  15th  Anny  in  the  vicinity  of  ffyazegrod. 
The  3rd  Auny  in  the  vicnlty  of  i/.odlin 


27 


1)16  X71  Ann/  covering  itself  in  the  direction  oarwolln 
will  cross  the  Vistula  In  the  vicinity  of  Gera  Kalvarga,  south 
of  narsaw. 

The  l^oayr  force  will  continue  its  attacks  so  as  to  cross 
the  Vistula  In  the  vicinity  of  Deahlln.  It  will  be  xeinforeed 
by  the  S8th  Division  fran  the  sou  them  froat. 

In  this  manner  adds  loukhatschevski ,  we  directed  14  divi- 

(18) 

St.  Dlzler  p.OO  slons  and  the  3rd  Cavalry  corps  against  the  polish  left  wing.  (18) 

Ccsiuent:  Toukhatschevskl  is  evidently  of  the  opinion  that 
the  bulk  of  the  polish  forces  ore  concentrated  around  Warsaw. 

^n  this  he  Is  correct.  lie  has  detemined  to  make  a  wide  turning 
movement  around  the  Polish  left  flank.  This  seems  to  be  the 
logical  thing  to  do  in  this  situation.  If  he  protects  his  lines 
of  communication  and  his  ovm  left  flank,  idiich  ho  should  be  able 
to  do  by  means  of  his  iSth  Anmy  and  the  cavalry  of  Budienn^,  he 
should  be  assured  of  success.  He  has  massed  his  forces  at  a 
decisive  point.  He  has  jt  nuaerloal  superiority,  we  know  pil- 
sudskl  does  not  er.peot  a  maneuver  and  that  he  is  not  prepared  to 
meet  it.  ibis  gives  ths  added  advantage  of  surprise.  There  is 
only  one  drawback  to  the  pleti  and  that  is  ths  danger  of  dispersion 
in  making  the  turning  movement.  Ihe  situation  is  very  similar  to 
that  pf  ths  Germans  and  prench  on  the  Kame.  Hie  Gexmans  lost 
this  battle  because  their  right  flank  was  not  strong.  Toukhat> 
schevskl  seeme  to  have  learned  the  proper  answer  to  this  situation 

I 

and  has  heeded  the  dying  idiisper  of  von  scblleffen  to  the  Geiman 
General  staff  -  "lake  the  right  strong." 
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OlUNCaS  IN  PCS  POLISH  PUlt  A3  OIvTaT 


IW  -CIB  ORDtiR  OF  AWUST  Cm 


On  Ausuat  8th  the  polish  Hl£^  Cnsimnd  waa  atlU.  of  the 
opinion  that  the  masa  of  the  Russian  Forces  nere  ooncentratln.^ 
on  TTarsavr.  At  tlmt  time  the  mlssicii  of  the  8th  Army  nas  pri" 
marlly  a  defensive  missloni  ibe  foUovinQ  telephone  cmversa- 
ti(m  held  over  direct  vlre  betnoen  the  chief  of  the  operations 
seotlon  of  the  comaader>ln-Oblaf  end  the  commander  of  the  north¬ 
east  Front,  on  81h  August,  at  0:30  p.M.i 

'Jeneral  Haller;  1  would  like  to  speak  to  General 

T  ,■  I  T  r 

Roznadoffski  about  the  new  situation  conf^-ontlng  ay  left.  As  you 
know,  the  greater  part  of  the  enetny's  divisions  are  dispersed  along 
the  line  of  advance  leading  in  the  dlreotlon  of  Gleohanotr  end  vAawa, 
It  appears  to  me  that  it  will  be  possible  to  launch  an  attack  with 
prospects  of  sucoess,  particularly  at  the  time  when  the  hostile 
forces  will  again  bo  moving  westward.  Such  a  thrust  executed  from 
the  north  with  two  divisions  is  apt  to  create  conaiderable  confusion. 
I  believe  that  the  direction  froa  pultusk  to  Jiakoir  or  even  somewhat 
to  the  west  of  these  points  would  be  suitable. 

colonel  piBCOr;  congratulations,  Generali  At  a  recent 
conference  of  the  co&iBander-in-chief ,  the  chief  of  staff  and  General 
Heygand,  it  was  decided  to  paralyze  the  westward  movement  of  the 
enemy  Fourth  Amy  by  striking  him  from  the  area  Modlln  -  pultusk, 
precisely  as  you  suggeat.  \lith  this  object  in  view,  the  18th 
Division  has  been  ordered  to  Kodlinj  its  leading  eschelone  will 
arrive  there  by  midnight.  Moreover,  the  Siberian  Brigade  has  been 
directed  from  sklemiewice  to  zegrze,  and  is  already  on  its  way 
with  part  of  its  forces;  from  zegrze  it  will  proceed  to  pultusk. 

In  addition,  two  cavalry  regiments  are  being  entrained  in  the  south. 
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On  the  mornlns  of  the  Uth,  the  entire  group  hIU  be -ready  to 
launch  ita  attack,  it  being  proposed  t]iat  the  inain  effort  be 
made  on  the  left  flank,  pultusk  will  constitute  tie  axle  of 
this  movement.  Our  object  la  to  defeat  the  Russian  yourth 
irmy,  and  then  to  roach  the  line  omulew  -  Rozan  -  zogrze.  liiie, 
on  tbs  one  tfand,  will  render  ow  left  flank,  ae  mil  as  our  ocn- 
munioatlona  with  Danzig  secure,  and  on  the  other  hand,  will  per¬ 
mit  atrlking  at  the  roar  lines  of  the  Belehevlk  forces  that  are 
marching  on  Warsaw. 

General  Haller;  finei  1  on  glad  that  it  has  been 
decided  in  this  fashion. 

PLAN  TOR  A  DOUBLE  FLiUnCPlg  OPERATION 

In  oonneotion  with  the  above  conversation  the  5th  Amy 
under  General  Sikoraki,  on  August  10th  received  the  following 
order: 

^e  5th  Amy  has  the  mission  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
making  any  further  progress  in  the  area  between  ilodlin  -  iJdawa, 
and  keeping  the  enemy  from  reaching  pomorze.  intimately,  the 
mission  of  this  amy  will  consist  in  launching  an  attack  against 
the  enemy's  left,  with  a  view  to  effecting  a  partial  envelopment 
in  the  north,  end  driving  the  enemy  from  the  Narew  southward. 

Ihe  4th  Aimy  will  be  prepared  to  launch  a  vigorous  attack 
either  along  the  Vistula  in  the  dlreotlon  Mlntk  -  Kaluszyn,  or 
farther  eastward  on  Lukow  -  sledlice. 

The  2d  Army  will  be  prepared  either,  a.  to  cuss  the 
Vistula  near  Whrsaw,  and  advance  in  ocmjunotion  with  the  4th 
Anay  on  okunlew,  or  b.  to  force  a  passage  of  the  Vistula  at 
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Hyozjvel  and  thus  ease  the  situation  of  the  4tb  Amy  and, 
in  cooperation  with  it,  to  march  by  way  of  omleok  on  iiinsk. 


Itie  3rd  Amy  will  defeat  the  enemy' s  attempts  at 
effecting  a  crossing  over  the  Dug  in  the  vicinity  of  'yladimir  - 
Volynski  and  to  the  north  thereof.  Later  on  the  mission  of  the 
3rd  Amy  will  call  for  energetic  cooperation  with  the  foroea 
making  the  main  sffort,  moviog  up  gradually  between  the  wieprz 
and  the  Bug  in  tlie  direction  of  parozaw  or  even  Biala. 

Itie  soutbeaat  Front  (Group  of  Azniaa),  coenmanded  by 
General  Iwaahkewich,  la  required  to  px'Oteot  the  entire  province 
of  Galicia  up  to  Krylow  on  the  Bug,  inol, ,  end  to  the  line  of  the 
Vistula  P,  138  Onleatr  and  the  Rusanian  frontier.  (10}  ^ 

As  thet 


(10) 


/  O 
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cf  §tAAJ  ,  ^ 
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HODIPIKD  AND  SITUATION  OF  AllJUgr  18TH. 

Itia  regrouping  and  wlthdraval  phase  idilcb  was  adopted  in 
order  to  gain  tine  in  building  up  reserve  and  effecting  the 
nooessaiy  battle  dispositions  was  conducted  without  incident# 
However,  General  sUcoreki,  on  visiting  the  area  of  the  intetled 
operations  of  the  &th  4xmy  on  August  10th,  found  that  a  false 
idea  was  being  entertained  of  the  general  situation  and  of  the 
possibilities  on  the  left  wing  of  the  polish  front.  Ihe  serious¬ 
ness  of  the  situation  was  being  realized  for  the  first  time. 
Sllcorshi  states; 

"lltae  left  wing  had  been  refused  from  the  polish-Qerman 
frontier.  Ilie  Bolshevik  flood  breaking  through  the  wide  open 
breach  between  pultusk  and  oriental  Prussia  rolled  towards  the 
west  with  such  rapidity,  that  the  5th  Amy  could  not  fill  its 
mission,  nor  rea<it  the  objective  defined  by  the  last  two  orders 
of  the  ccmmander-in-Ghief  and  the  cccinandant  of  the  front.  At 
that  mooent,  the  Stb  Am/  could  not  yet  enter  into  action,  because 
it  was  busy  organizing  on  the  lines  hardly  agreed  r^on  and  detach¬ 
ments  of  Russian  Cavalry  were  debouching  on  tiie  west  of  the  vodlin- 
Klawa  railroad,  ige  could  no  longer  talk  of  holding  successfully 
the  Narew  end  Orzyc  crossings,  and  expose  the  outflanking  of  the 
left  wing  of  the  north  polish  front  as  General  Headquarters  de- 
slsrad.  It  was  no  longer  possible  to  protect  the  cleohanow-pultiuk 
line,  ae  waa  ordored  by  the  commander,  nor  even  the  I'odlin-t'lawa 
railroad,  mentioned  in  the  instruction  of  the  10th  of  August  sines 
that  line  was  in  the  hands  of  tho  3d  Cavalry  Corps." 

In  other  words,  the  plan  for  the  double  envelopment  was  out^ 
due  to  the  Russian  envelopment  of  the  polish  left.  Sikorski  took 
coonand  of  the  Sth  Amy  August  Uth  with  headquarters  at  uodliu. 
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3ITUATI0K  AUGOST  laifl 
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SUcorski 
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Instead  of  ao  the  polea  Tiaualixed  it  (aee  aketoh  page  31], 
the  eituatioa  on  August  10th,  the  aituatlon  ms  aa  ahom  on  Uap 
NO.  £"  .  At  any  tima  from  hetaeen  the  12th  of  August  aid  the 
15th  of  August  TOukhatsohoTskl  oould  have  oruahsd  the  Poles. 

On  the  13th  bo  ordered  Budienny  to  attack  In  the  direction 
of  Lublin,  directly  on  the  rear  of  ths  pilaudski  mass  of  maneuror. 
Budienny  did  not  obey  this  order  until  the  19th,  0  days  later, 
because  he  was  detemlned  to  capture  and  loot  Lnow.  (20) 

Likewise  bad  hie  4th  Russian  Axmy  enveloped  the  roar  of  the 
5th  polish  Amy  rather  than  continue  its  movemant  westward  the 
poles  would  have  been  annihilated. 

PIISDDSKI'S  ACTIONS  AUOIET  18m  .  16m 

pilsudskl  left  narsaw  on  the  night  of  August  12-I3th  and 
establidied  his  headquarters  at  pulawy  beside  those  of  the  4th 
Amy.  He  anxiously  awaited  the  develojiaents  of  the  situation  end 
on  August  Idth,  with  the  situation  as  ehown  on  uap.  No.  (>  ,  be 
launched  his  counter-offensive.  The  Russians  had  blundered  into 
the  trap,  ind  idien  sprung,  the  effects  were  Isniediate  and 
remarkable.  (See  map). 


STRStfOTO  OF  QPPOSim  FORCES  AUGUST  l6Tn 


SOVIET  FOaCES 


TOIISI  FORCES 


IVtb  imijr  .  88,000 

XVth  imy .  86,000 

Illrd  Axray .  80,000 

XVIth  may .  80,700 

Grovp  of  Mozyxs .  8,000 

Total  .......  108,700 

Xllthe  . .  82,800 

Tth  xnay  oavolry.  30,000 

XIVth  Axny .  18,000 

Orand  total  .  173,800 


Ori)up  of  wloolamk  ....18,000 


6th  Amy . . .  34,000 

let  ixmy .  38,000 

8nd  Anny  . 18,000 

4th  Amy . .  83,600 

3rd  Amy .  86,000 

Total .  144,800 

6th  Amy .  82,000 

7th  Am;^«  Dkranian  . .  84,000 
orand  total  .....  190,800 


A 

\  n  ^  ^  S’  (  Curttth 


smaioTH  OF  HIE  Aianr.  of  vaweuvkr  aogdst  16th 

AS  OWEN  BY  SBCORgg 


« 

• 

;  Bayo- 
:  Dste 

sabers 

Viaohlns 

Guns 

:  Guns 

4tb  Amy,  Goneral  sklerskl 

88,700 

980 

480 

:  98 

(General  Reda-anlg- 

3rd  Amy,  (ley(  attack  grovq») 

17,000 

3,481 

898 

:  89 

(General  zlellnaki 

(corps  of  observa¬ 
tion) 

13,600 

8,060 

839 

:  83 

Total . . . 

S6,3<xr 

6,4^1 

'  573 

370“ 
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AlULYSIB  (PP.3UD3KI  Toraua  T0UKHATSC1ISV3KI 

plleudski  re^dXaas  of  minor  blundera,  had  achStVed  two 
great  oaaantlala  for  aucceaa;  1,  surpriae.  2.  JL  naneuverlng 
maaa  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy  directed  at  the  eneoya  linea  of 
ocmnunieation.  3.  Ke  waa  able  be,  through  the  force  of  hie 
peraonality,  to  atick  to  hia  baaio  plan  and  make  it  work.  He 
did  not  truat  to  dianee,  commanded  the  maneurering  maaa  hlm- 
aelf . 

ToukhataohoTakl,  on  the  other  hand,  had  aa  good,  if  not 
a  better  strategic  ooneeptioo.,  but  waa  unable  to  force  his  will 
upon  his  Bubordinate  ocns^nders.  itierolh  lias  the  difference 
between  the  two.  tlhen  IbuldiatnoheTaki  aet  hie  armios  in  motion 
by  hia  orders  of  Augist  8th,  he  at  the  same  time  lost  control, 
tmajble  to  meet  the  chonges  in  situationa  through  this  lack  of 
eouvro  .,  he  was  doomed  to  defeat. 

Both  comoandera  based  their  decisions  on  what  they  believed 
would  be  the  intended  opereti<m  Of  their  opponent  rather  than  on 
that  of  the  opponent's  oapabilitien.  pilaudaki  believed  that  the 
Russian  mass  nould  ba  sent  against  Warsaw.  lie  did  not  take  into 
consideration,  initially,  a  strong  threat  againet  his  left  flank 
whi^  was  wall  within  its  capabilities.  ToukhatsoheTakl  seoua  to 
have  undereatimated  his  exponent's  recouperative  power  and  ability 
to  take  a  countoi^ffensive.  His  fault  lies  not  so  much  in  his 
conception  of  itiat  to  do  but  in  the  execution. 

It  iould  seem  that  pilsudski'e  mass  of  maneuver  waa  small 
conpared  to  the  force  as  uaed^ initially  on  ths  in  the 

final  analysis  pilsudskl  won  the  battle  because  he  struck  with 
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oaaplots  aioprisQ  at  tha  eneny's  flanka  and  rear.  The  size  of 
ttie  force  vas  not  tiio  criterion  in  tbia  case  although,  as  »e 
have  aeon,  it  was  sufficient.  It  waa  tite  unexpeotedneas  of  the 
blow  fron  a  supposedly  deicoralized  foe  that  tiumed  the  tide  and 
won  this  brilliant  succesa  for  ttie  polish  Amy. 

The  battle  of  the  Vistula  strikes  tbs  Iziagination  deeply. 
The  conception  started  from  a  situation  so  oooproinisine  that, 
to  many  military  men,  it  seemed  hopeless,  it  waa  unesrpected,  it 
was  simple,  and  it  produced  perfect  results. 

Sixty-six  thousand  prisoners,  two  hundred  and  thirty  guns 

(21) 

Cemon  p.  46  and  a  ‘tiiousand  machine  guns  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Poles.  (21) 
on  yuns  28th,  1923,  the  polish  Diet  solemnly  proolalued 
that  nyoseph  pllsudski,  both  as  Head  of  the  state,  and  as  com¬ 
mander  In  chief,  has  deserved  well  of  his  Kothar  Country. 

It  ia  a  siqperb  reward,  iriiioh  pllsudski  hod  well  earned. 


BIBLIOCaUPilY  mo  UJffiQIHfAL  ABBRgVlATIOlia  IBED 


Slkovskl 


Uaohray 


St.  Diziar 


Taury 


D'Abonm 


Caison 


:;ote 


Iba  Rusoo'pollah  cnpalga  of  1920,  by  oaueral  L.  sikorsScl. 

TraaalatloQ  txm  tbe  yxanoh  by  I'ajor  A.  c>  snltb  -  Captain 
Harry  A.  johnaon  -  Lt.  Colonel  Carlyle  H.  iraeh. 

Poland  1914-1931,  by  Robert  Uaohray  -  London,  George  A^ilen 
and  union,  ltd. 

Itie  finite  Eagle  agiinst  the  Red  star,  by  Q.  7.  Saint  oizier. 

Tranalated  fr<xa  the  French  by  llndell  T.  Bates,  liajor  H.l,  Reaerre. 

In  Awy  nnr  collet  library  •  ibe  battle  of  Warsaw  by  Captain 
Faury.  Translated  by  tiajor  L.  L.  Pendle'ton,  C«A<G*  Amy  irar 
college.  Fran  the  Rerue  uilitaire  Fraceaise  February  and 
Uaroh,  1922.  Baaed  on  General  sihorski's  narratire. 

Ibe  I8th  Deoisire  Battle  of  the  Tforld  by  Viscount  D'Ahemon, 

Holder  and  stou{^ton.  Ltd.  London. 

The  Liberating  lianeurer  of  Uarahal  pilsudslcl  against  the  Bolshe- 
rists,  August,  1920.  A  strategic  study  by  General  Canon, 

French  Amy.  Trstslated  by  Hajor  L.  L.  Pendleton,  C.A.C., 
nar  college,  waehlngtan,'D.C.  Library  Voltme  K  441-C  14, 

1929.  Based  on  General  Sikorski's  narratires  and  those  of 
pilsudski. 

General  Faury  was  in  1920,  attached  to  General  skisrski,  coosander 
of  the  17  polish  Amy. 

Lord  B'Abetnon  (British  iinbassador  in  Berlin)  was  invited  to 

proceed  to  poland,  in  conjunction  with  a  similar  French  Uission, 
as  a  apnoial  enroy  to  advise  His  Majesty's  govexsoent  on 
questions  arising  out  of  the  conclusion  of  an  amlstica  between 
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